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FADE IN: 

INT. CAR - DAY 

WE OPEN inside of SYDNEY GRAY’s car. Sitting beside her is her 

girlfriend, CLAIRE CARTER. They are singing along to the 

blasting music on the radio. The car slows down reaching 

Claire’s house. As the car stops the music fades. 

CLAIRE 

Are you hungry? I have some snacks inside. 

SYDNEY 

Nah,I have to pick up my brothers. Their school just 

got out. 

CLAIRE 

Oh, okay. I'll see ya. 

Claire pecks Sydeney’s cheek and gets out of the car, waving as 

she approaches the door. 

 

INT. CAR - DAY 

Sydney pulls up to the elementary school. RORY GRAY and TOBY 

GRAY get in the backseat of the car. Once settled Sydney starts 

to drive. 

 

INT. KITCHEN/DINING ROOM - EVENING 



We see Sydney putting plates down on the table. She yells from 

the kitchen to her brothers 

SYDNEY 

Kids! Dinners ready! Wash up! 

As Sydney starts to put a meal on a plate the kids come in. 

SYDNEY 

Hey Rory. Wanna give Mommy her dinner? 

Rory takes the plate and walks into the living room where his 

mother is sprawled on the couch, a mess. The table in front of 

her is cluttered and there are things laying on the floor. She 

takes the plate mumbling a little “oh thank you” as Rory walks 

back to start eating. 

 

INT. LIVING ROOM - NIGHT 

We see a television showing the news with a big red ‘BREAKING 

NEWS’ stripe across the bottom of the screen. 

NEWS REPORTER 

...NASA has released information that an asteroid is 

headed our direction at a rapid speed. They say they 

have done everything they could to try and stop or 

slow it down but it seems like there is no stopping 

it. They suggest to be with your loved ones and hold 



them close until the inevitable. Which they predict 

will be 10pm tomorrow. 

While the television is going, we zoom out and pan to the mother 

and father on the couch looking terrified. We then see Sydney 

starting to walk past them but halting seeing the troubling 

looks on her parents faces. She stands and listens to the 

television. Her expression drops as she realizes what's 

happening. She slowly walks to sit on the couch. The mother 

turns off the television. They are all silent. The mother starts 

to cry and the other two start to comfort her. 

MARK (DAD) 

It's okay... It's going to be okay.  

The father comforts her but his voice sounds empty. He is in 

shock, they all are. Sydney stands up and starts fast walking 

out of the room to the front door. Her dad sighs standing up and 

walking behind her. 

 

EXT. FRONT PORCH/LAWN - NIGHT 

MARK 

Where are you going?? Did you not hear we’re all going 

to be dead in a day?! 

SYDNEY 



I'm going to Claires. 

Her dad rolls his eyes, obviously not liking Claire. 

SYDNEY (CONT.) 

Just... don't tell the boys until morning. I don't 

want them stressed out. 

MARK 

Will you be back by then? 

SYDNEY 

Probably not. I think I'm going to spend most of the 

day with my friends. I'll be back. Do you think you 

and Mom can handle just one day of actually being 

parents? 

She picks her bike up and starts pedaling into the dimly lit 

neighborhood leaving her father standing on the porch. As she 

leaves our view, her dad groans going back inside and shutting 

the door. 

 

EXT. CLAIRE'S FRONT DOOR - NIGHT 

Sydney drops her bike on the front lawn of Claire’s house,  

SYDNEY 

Come on! Come on, Answer! 



Sydney murmurs to herself while loudly banging on the front 

door. Claire answers it.  

CLAIRE 

Syd? 

Claire looks confused and Sydney quickly engulfs her in a hug. 

When they separate Claire invites her inside. 

 

INT. CLAIRE’S ROOM - MIDNIGHT 

The two are laying on Claire’s bed looking up at the ceiling not 

saying anything. 

CLAIRE 

Twenty-Two hours. 

SYDNEY 

Not even a day. 

Claire turns on her side looking at Sydney, she does the same. 

CLAIRE 

So what do you want to do? I kinda don't want to sit 

around all depressed for the last hours of my life. 

SYDNEY 

Yeah.  



Sydney sighs before seeing Claire start to grin widely. Sydney 

gives her a confused look but Claire soon gets up quick and 

rummages through her drawers. 

SYDNEY 

Claire...? Whatcha doing? 

 

CLAIRE   

5th grade. During recess. Remember we made this 

list... It was like things to do when we grew up. I 

figured, I don't think we ever completed that list, 

and we won't really have a chance to, so...  

Claire turns around showing a folded piece of paper to Sydney, 

smiling 

CLAIRE (CONTD.) 

...You in? 

Sydney smiles, slightly shaking her head 

SYDNEY 

Oh, I am so in. 

 

INT. LIVING ROOM - NIGHT 



Sydney's mom and dad are sitting on the couch silently, fear 

looming around the both of them, unil her mom stands up 

speaking. 

CAROL (MOM) 

What are we going to do? When’s Sydney coming back? 

Mark, I'm scared. 

Carol paces in front of the couch. 

MARK (DAD) 

I... I don't know. And she's not coming back until 

late tomorrow, if at all. 

CAROL 

I mean, (sigh) We can’t blame her can we? We’ve been 

terrible parents. I wouldn’t be surprised if the boys 

leave too.  

MARK 

I know. Syd’s right. We can’t even be parents for one 

day. 

Toby enters cautiously, Rory, the younger of the two following. 

TOBY 

Mom? Dad? 

CAROL 

Boys? What are you two doing up? 



TOBY 

Rory couldn't sleep, so I went to get Syd but she was 

gone, so I thought he could watch cartoons on the 

iPad. And uh, there was a big notification thing that 

scared us. And we heard you guys talking. Is it true? 

CAROL 

Is what true, baby? 

She is still holding onto him, holding back tears and trying her 

hardest to be there for them. 

TOBY 

That, y’know. We’re gonna die?  

He whispers, looking over to Rory who looks scared. Carol 

doesn’t know what to say. She looks over to her husband who 

doesn't know either.  

CAROL 

Uhm. Hey, guys, it's all going to be okay, okay? You 

guys just try to go back to sleep, you have nothing to 

worry about. And tomorrow, we’re going to have a great 

day okay? Like, a birthday. Or Christmas. Just you, 

me, Rory, and Daddy, okay? 

She gives him a weak smile, not knowing what else to say, and 

not wanting to scare them. 



RORY 

What about Syd? 

She sighs looking over at Rory. 

CAROL 

She... She’s going to come back. She’ll be back after, 

yeah? Okay boys, back to bed, go dream about what you 

want to do tomorrow okay? I’m all yours. 

She smiles and hugs the both of them before they walk out and 

she walks back to Mark and sits on the couch. 

  

 

INT. CAR - NIGHT 

Sydney is asleep on the passenger side. They have been driving 

for a while. 

CLAIRE 

Hey, hey Syd. Wake up. Come on, we’re here. 

Claire lightly shakes Sydney awake. 

SYDNEY 

Hmm? What? Where are we?  

She asks half asleep. 

CLAIRE 

Come onnnn. 



They both get out of the car and Claire leads Sydney away. 

 

EXT. BEACH - NIGHT TO EARLY MORNING 

SYDNEY 

Okay, so what are we doing? 

CLAIRE 

We are doing number 6 on our bucket list from seven 

years ago. Which is, swim at the beach at night. 

As she says that they reach the sand.  

SYDNEY 

Wait but we don't even have swimsuits! And it's 

probably so cold in there! 

Claire tuggs Sydney forward to the water. We then see a bunch of 

different shots of them playing in water and splashing each 

other. We also see them walking across the sand and playing with 

a beachball they found. As this is happening the sky is slowly 

becoming lighter and more colorful as the stars fade away. 

Lastly, we see the two girls laying on the sand looking up and 

watching the sunrise. 

SYDNEY 

So what's next on the list? 

CLAIRE 



Well, I took out all of the things we just don't have 

time to do, like travel to as many countries as we 

can. So let's go get a milkshake because I'm hungry, 

and then we can decide which ones to do. 

She stands up 

SYDNEY 

Okay. 

Claire says and helps Claire off the sand. 

 

 

INT. SYDNEY'S HOUSE - MORNING 

Carol is up and making pancakes for the boys. The two kids 

enter. 

RORY 

Pancakes!! 

The mom gives them each a plate of pancakes and walks over to 

Mark 

CAROL 

Has Syd responded yet?  

Mark just shakes his head, putting his phone down. 

MARK 



It's okay. Don’t worry about it. You’re being a great 

mother.  

She sighs looking down and nodding. 

CAROL 

I just wish I had been earlier. It’s like I haven’t 

even watched them grow up. More like I blinked once 

and they had already grown, and look at Syd, she's an 

adult. I feel like I missed out on the greatest parts 

of being a mother. And now it’s too late. 

Carol looks like she's about to cry. Mark pulls her in a hug 

MARK 

I know. Shh shh. No, it's not too late, we still have 

the rest of the day with our boys. We can just try and 

make up for the lost time, right? 

Carol nods her head pulling away, putting on a smile and walking 

back over to the boys. 

 

INT. DINER - DAY 

We see Claire and Sydney sitting in a booth at a diner sipping 

milkshakes, with their badly handwritten bucket list on the 

table. 

CLAIRE 



Okay, okay. What if we did roller skating on campus 

when no one’s there, then we can skydive! 

Sydney gives a face to Claire 

CLAIRE 

Come on! You know I’ve always wanted to! It’ll be so 

fun! 

Sydney sighs 

SYDNEY 

Okay fine.  

CLAIRE 

Okay. So we’ll do that and then we can end the day by 

doing the lantern festival like in Tangled. They were 

gonna have it in a few weeks, but I think they're 

gonna do it tonight. 

 

INT. TARGET - DAY 

The girls are at Target to get roller skates. Claire is sitting 

in the cart and Sydney is pushing her around. They get the 

skates but soon get off track and start messing around in the 

store. For example, Sydney runs down an empty isle and glides on 

the cart. This is like a montage of them messing around and 

having fun. 



 

INT. SYDNEY’S HOUSE - DAY 

The boys and their parents are baking cookies. Carol puts the 

tray in the oven. 

MARK 

Okay, what do you want to do while it bakes? 

RORY 

Mario Kart!! 

The boys lead him into the living room to start playing video 

games while they wait. Carol watches standing by the oven 

smiling constantly. 

 

INT. SCHOOL - DAY 

Claire and Sydney have been skating around the empty indoor 

campus of their high school. They stop and sit down in front of 

the lockers. 

SYDNEY 

Do you think I should call my parents? Like, I’m 

worried about my brothers. I haven’t left them alone 

at home for this long before. I feel a little guilty. 

CLAIRE 



Yeah, go or it. Just let them know you’re okay and 

stuff. 

INT. SYDNEY’S HOUSE / SCHOOL - AFTERNOON 

The phone rings and Carol answers it. 

CAROL 

Hello? 

SYDNEY 

Hey, Mom 

Carol mouths to Mark ‘It's Syd!’ 

SYDNEY (CONTD.) 

I just wanted to let you know I’m with Claire and I’m 

okay. We’re just doing things we’ve always wanted to 

do. Are the boys okay? 

CAROL 

That's great. Yeah, they’re playing Mario with your 

dad. We baked cookies. If you come home you can try 

some. 

SYDNEY 

I'll be back later. I promise. I should go, uh bye. 

The call ends. 

CLAIRE 

Ready to skydive? 



SYDNEY 

Ready as I’ll ever be. 

They get up and skate away. 

EXT. CAR/SKYDIVING PLACE - DAY 

The two leave the car and enter the building getting ready. They 

get in the plane sharing looks of ‘I can’t believe we’re doing 

this this is insane.’ They jump out screaming and smiling 

 

 

EXT. PARK - DAY 

Sydney’s family is at the park sitting in the big green space on 

a blanket having a picnic. They’re talking and having fun, then 

the boys get up to play on the playground. The parents sit 

looking at their kids. Carol decides to call Sydney again since 

she thought she would be home by now. 

SYDNEY (ON CALL) 

Hey mom! 

She sounds very happy and excited. The most joyful she's been 

when talking to her parents 

CAROL 

Hi. You sound happy, what are you doing? 

SYDNEY 



Call me crazy, but I just jumped out of a plane! 

MARK 

She did what?!!? 

CAROL 

Are you serious? 

SYDNEY 

Yes! It was amazing! 

Carol laughs and shakes her head 

CAROL 

Okay honey. Do you know what time you’re coming home? 

We’re at the park right now but the boys miss you. 

SYDNEY 

Well we have one more thing to complete. I'll be back 

around sunset, maybe a bit after. 

CAROL 

Okay, have fun. See you soon. 

SYDNEY 

Bye, love you 

Carol pauses for a second. Syd hadn’t said that in years. 

CAROL 

Love you too. 

Call ends. 



EXT. LANTERN RELEASING - SUNSET 

Sydney and Claire get a lantern and write their wishes on it. 

Then decorates it with doodles. As everyone lets go and they 

float into the sky, What If Tomorrow Comes from Starkids’ Black 

Friday plays in the background as we see a montage of the 

following scenes. 

INT. CAR - EVENING 

Claire and Sydney are driving away and toward Sydney’s house.  

As they approach the house, Rory and Toby run out the door 

hugging their sister. Claire comes out of the car saying goodbye 

to Sydney, hugging the boys, and waving goodbye to the parents 

as she drives to her own house. 

INT. SYDNEY’S HOUSE - EVENING 

The kids get ice cream out of the freezer and eat it with the 

cookies they made previously. Sydney tells them about what she 

did today and so do the boys. 

INT. CLAIRE’S HOUSE 

Claire enters her house putting her keys down and about to go up 

to her room but her mom comes in and hugs her tightly. We see 

her say ‘I love you’ to Claire’s surprise. She slowly hugs back 

and says I love you too. 

INT. OTHER HOUSES - NIGHT 



We see other families doing the same, talking, eating, playing 

games, watching movies, and spending time together. 

EXT. HILL - NIGHT 

We also see a group of friends at the top of a hill sitting on 

top of their cars looking out to the city in front of them. 

INT. SYDNEY’S HOUSE 

We’re back at Sydney's house. Her family is sitting on the couch 

holding each other. On the wall is a clock that is about to hit 

10:00PM. As the hand slowly reaches the top of the clock, the 

family bows their heads as the room glows bright for a second 

and turns black as the asteroid hits. 

 

 

 


